
 

 

 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHS 

ANIMAL SENSES 

These Activities follow on from the Animal Senses workshop that you have taken part in at 

Dumfries house STEM Centre. Using what you learned about the different types of rubbish dur-

ing your visit can you help the rest of your school to recycle better? 

 

Activity 1: 

Carry out a litter survey 
You’ll need litter pickers or gardening gloves, several bin bags or 

buckets a pencil and the litter recording sheet on this handout 

1. Now go and collect in your litter in your bin bags. Wear gloves 

and be careful with what you’re picking up, pour any liquids 

away and don’t handle anything sharp or dangerous like dog 

poo! That’s a job for an adult. 

2. As you find litter note it down on the litter recording sheet using 

tally marks to count how much of each type there is. When you 

have lots of information collected like this, scientists call it data. 

Data can be useful for solving a problem. 

3. Once all of the litter has been collected note down on your re-

cording sheet whether it could have be reduced, reused or recy-

cled, rather than becoming litter. 

4. Figure out how much of the litter you collected could have been 

reduced, reused or recycled and present your findings to the 

school or head teacher. Together you may be able to come up 

with a strategy to reduce reuse or recycle a bit better. 

5. Finally recycle or bin your litter, making sure everything ends up in the correct bin. 

 

 

Activity 2: 

Ocean Food Chains 
A food chain tells us how animals and plants rely on each other as food. If you took part in the Animal 

Senses lesson then you’ll know that sea turtles love to eat jellyfish but what do jellyfish eat? Do some re-

search and use what you find to fill in the gaps in the food chain below. 

Gets energy from 

What animal 

or plant is  

missing? 
Gets energy from 



 

 

 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHS 

USEFUL RESOURCES 

Take part in some citizen science:  

www.zooniverse.org/projects/theplastictide/ 

Help scientists train cameras to identify litter so that it can be cleaned 

up more easily on this online citizen science project. 

 

Clean up a beach near you:  

www.mcsuk.org/what-you-can-do/join-a-beach-clean/find-a-beach-clean/ 

Ever year the Marine Conservation Society organise beach cleans just 

like scout to prevent litter ending up in our oceans. Why not see if 

there is an event near you? 

 

Continue learning with Scout:  

www.the3engineers.com/resources 

The 3 Engineers have created some fun resources to go alongside the 

Adventures of Scout books, download them for free. You can also get 

your hands on a copy of The Adventures of Scout here. 

Images used with the kind permission of The 3 Engineers. 



SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHS 

LITTER RECORDING SHEET 
Here is where you can write down what kinds of litter you find in your playground or local 

area. Write down the kind of rubbish you find and the use tally marks to keep count. Finally 

figure out if you can avoid any of these items becoming litter by reducing how much of that 

item we buy and use, reusing the item (after a clean) and or recycling it into the recycling bin. 

How much of the litter you picked up could reduced, reused and recycled  

to stop it becoming litter in the first place?  

How much could be reduced?____________ 

How much could be reused? ___________ 

How much could be recycled?____________ 

Types of rubbish How many did I find? Can it be 

reduced? 

Can it be 

reused? 

Can it be 

recycled? 

Total 

Example:  
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